
Annex 2 
 
Index of Multiple Deprivation 2004 
 
The concept of multiple deprivation 

The Index of Multiple Deprivation 2004 (IMD 2004) is a measure of multiple 
deprivation at the small area level, it is a national measure, which reveals pockets of 
disadvantage across the country. The IMD has an overall Index and 7 separate 
indices for component “domains”. 
 
Each domain assesses a different aspect of deprivation, which can be recognised 
and measured separately. These are experienced by individuals living in an area. 
People may be counted in one or more of the domains, depending on the number of 
types of deprivation that they experience. 
 
The domains cover, income, employment, health, education, barriers to housing and 
services, crime and living environment. They can each be used individually as 
distinct dimensions of deprivation or as a combined weighted index to give an overall 
deprivation score and ranking for each area. There are further details at the website: 
www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1128440. 
 
The Index is a score for each area used to rank all areas of the country and identify 
the areas of worst deprivation. The rankings are often divided into 5 equal groupings 
(quintiles) each containing 20% of the areas and these are mapped and tabulated. 
The areas available at the time of authoring this report are rural Lower Super Output 
Areas (LSOA), these include villages, hamlets and isolated dwellings but not the rural 
town and fringe areas. Further work is in hand to present the Index and each domain 
index including town and fringe areas. 
 
 
Domains and indicators 

The seven IMD 2004 Domains of deprivation are: 
• Income deprivation 

• Employment deprivation 

• Health deprivation and disability 

• Education, skills and training deprivation 

• Barriers to Housing and Services 

• Living environment deprivation 

• Crime 

 
 
Each Domain is comprises a number of indicators. The criteria for inclusion of these 
indicators are that they should be 'domain specific' and appropriate for the purpose 
(as direct as possible measures of that form of deprivation); measuring major 
features of that deprivation (not conditions just experienced by a very small number 
of people or areas); up-to-date; capable of being updated on a regular basis; 
statistically robust; and available for the whole of England at a small area level in a 
consistent form.  

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1128440


The 37 indicators used to create the IMD 2004 

 
 


